
How is romance connected at all to 
invertebrates? 

Although surprising to many people, invertebrates have mating and courting 
rituals that are not too different from humans! Of course, there are higher stakes 
for male invertebrates, because for many of them, if their mate is not impressed, 
she will end up devouring him instead of mating! 

1. Femme fatale: In many spider’s species if the male is not fast enough after 
mating the female will eat him, securing that extra protein for her new babies. 

2. Femme fatale (A bit more hardcore): In some mantises also, the male will 
mate with the female and if again, not fast enough she will start devouring 
him, starting from the head and thorax which allows the body to still mate 
even without a head! 

3. Nuptial gift in Opilionids (daddy long legs): Males may offer a secretion from 
their chelicerae to the female before copulation, if she likes it, she will mate 
with the male. 

4. Big bachelor parties for honeybees and stingless bees: In social bees, males 
gather in groups called leks or swarms, these groups wait patiently for virgin 
queens to fly around so, they can mate. After mating, the males lose their 
genitalia and die, their purpose has been accomplished. 

5. Male fireflies transform the night sky into a spectacular light show, each 
species performing its own signature pattern. Female fireflies, nature's 
discerning critics, watch from below, responding only to the most impressive 
displays with their own species specific flash. But beware – some femme 
fatale fireflies have mastered the art of deception, mimicking other species' 
signals to lure unsuspecting males into a deadly trap. 

6. Deadly Romance Speaking of femme fatales, the praying mantis takes this 
concept to the extreme. In a fascinating display of evolutionary adaptation, 
male mantises continue their reproductive mission even after losing their 
heads to their mates, ensuring their genetic legacy lives on. 

7. Dragonflies and damselflies perform their own unique courtship, creating 
heart-shaped formations in mid-air like skilled aerial acrobats. 

8. Nature's Most Dramatic Performers Meet the peacock jumping spider, the 
undisputed star of arthropod entertainment. These tiny performers put on a 
show that would make Broadway jealous, complete with vibrant fan displays 
and choreographed leg movements. Their iridescent abdomens unfurl like 
living jewelry, while specialized leg tufts wave like natural pom-poms in a 
mesmerizing dance routine. 

9. The Spider's Web of Romance: The world of spider courtship is remarkably 
diverse. Wolf spiders and tarantulas moonlight as percussion artists, 



drumming out species-specific love songs by tapping their legs and 
abdomens on various surfaces. 

10. Male jumping spiders must perform an intricate zig-zag dance while waving 
their front legs in specific patterns. If they make even one wrong move in their 
choreography, the female might reject them - or worse, decide they look more 
like prey than a potential mate! It's like having to perform a perfect tango 
while your dance partner decides whether to kiss you or eat you! 

11. Nature's Gift-Giving Specialists: The male nursery web spider knows the way to 
a female's heart is through thoughtful gift-giving. These eight-legged 
romantics present carefully wrapped insect packages to potential mates. The 
stakes? Nothing less than life or death – forget the gift, and you might 
become dinner instead of winning a date. 

12. Dance Flies' Dating Innovation: These innovative insects have developed their 
own version of luxury gift-giving. Males carefully wrap smaller insects in silk-
like packages, presenting them to potential mates like tiny, natural jewelry 
boxes. Some creative males have even developed a clever workaround – 
presenting beautifully wrapped empty packages, nature's version of style over 
substance. 

13. Male balloon flies take "dinner date" to another level: they catch prey insects 
and wrap them in silk balloons that get bigger and more elaborate with each 
wrapping. The bigger the balloon, the more interested the female becomes. 
Some males even create intricate chains of multiple balloons, like an insect 
version of a fancy-tasting menu! 

14. Nature's Ultimate Multi-Talented Suitor: The rhinoceros beetle embodies the 
perfect balance of strength and artistry. By day, these impressive insects 
engage in spectacular jousting tournaments, using their horns to lift rivals 
from tree branches in feats of strength. As night falls, they transform into 
talented musicians, creating unique songs by playing their own bodies like 
instruments. Each performance is as unique as the beetle himself, with larger 
males producing deeper, more resonant serenades. 

15. Long-Distance Love Affairs: Male moths are the ultimate long-distance 
romantics, capable of detecting a potential mate's perfume from miles away. 
Their antennae serve as sophisticated chemical receptors, allowing them to 
navigate vast distances in pursuit of love. Once united with their potential 
partner, they engage in elaborate courtship dances and produce their own 
aromatic responses, sometimes even employing special techniques to ensure 
their mate's fidelity. 

16. Nature's Symphony: The insect world is full of talented musicians. Male 
crickets are nature's virtuosos, each species composing its unique symphony. 
Female crickets act as sophisticated talent scouts, able to assess everything 
from physical fitness to genetic quality through these acoustic performances. 



17. Meanwhile, Male treehoppers take their musical pursuits to the next level, 
carefully selecting plants with the best acoustic properties for their vibrating 
serenades. 

18. The Patient Romantics In a world of speed dating, snails remind us that true 
love is worth waiting for. These unhurried romantics engage in hours-long 
courtship dances, complete with ethereal blue-green bioluminescent displays 
and the exchange of crystalline love darts, proving that sometimes the most 
spectacular romances unfold at nature's own perfect pace. 
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