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USING THIS GUIDE.. ’

This guide allows you to search for butterflies by their predominant color or
unigue color pattern. The next page (/i) is a glossary of terms used in this guide to
refer to the anatomy of butterflies. The following three pages (iii-v) are the table
of contents presenting the color or color patterns represented in this guide. Page
numbers indicate the location of this color or color pattern within the guide. The
table of contents is hyperlinked- allowing pdf users to click on the color pattern
titles and have the guide jump to the starting page of that color section.
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— : : i . Hairstreak
. N Mead's sulphur (Common name). Varies
‘ (Colias meadii) regionally and is in local
1 |- - languages. There may
/ SRR be several common

names for each species.

Juniper Hairstreak: (Callophrys

Sheridan's Hairstreak

;) (Callophrys sheridanii) (Callophrys gryneus) —
R
1/ 'j v Tiny in size, identified by iny in size with multiple gryn eus)
. ,c - ¢ [ vertical white line across tails. White markings lined
4 fir side. witl n. i iFi
N wing underside. with brown (SCIGntIfIC name). Used

unambiguously
throughout the world to

refer to the same species.
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Glossary

Dorsal
The upper side or back of an animal.

Ventral

The underside or abdominal side of an animal.

Sexual Dimorphism

A distinct difference in appearance between
the sexes of the species.

Tail
An extension of the hindwing that protrudes
outward like the tail of a bird.

Veins

Tube-like structures that run throughout the

butterfly's wing to provide support. Vein

ﬁatterns vary between species and can be a
elpful identification tool.
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You are looking at the ventral side of this butterfly.
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Large:

Small Black Butterflies:

Swallowtails (Family Papilionidae)
(See Swallowtail guide for further identification)

rFs \

Common Sootywing (Pholisora catullus)

BLACK BUTTERFLIES 1

Medium:

Weidemeyer's Admiral
(Limenitis weidemeyerii)

Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta)
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ORANGE BUTTERFLIES
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Goatweed Leafwing (Anaea andria)

Identified by vivid orange coloration and angled, tailed
wings.

Viceroy (Limenitis archippus)
Identified by horizontal black line across the hindwings

and separating apex of forewings. Smaller in size than
Monarchs with less prevalent white spotting.

Queen (Danaus gilippus)
Identified by darker, more reddish orange coloration.
Dark veining absent from dorsal side of wings.

Monarch (Danaus plexippus)

Identified by bright orange coloration with dark veining
and white spotting on both sides of wings
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Miscellaneous Orange Butterflies:

& | Behr's Hairstreak
' | (Satyrium berhii)

Tiny in size. Dorsal wings are
orange, ventral wings are grayish.

Skippers (Family Hesperiidae)

. : .
See ID Guide: Skippers for further identification. Milbert's Tortoiseshell

(Aglais milberti)

} )a:‘!;; ; | T Small in size. Top of wings are
ﬂ} Il -' bright orange, ventral side is dark. |

Chryxus Arctic
(Oensis chryxus)

Small in size. Dorsal wings
are orange, ventral are bark
patterned..

Metalmarks (Family Riodinidae)
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(Colias philodice)

Wing margins are darkened.

Distinctive black spot on the forewing.

Ventral median spot typically has a
light-colored border (often with a
small, secondary spot above).

Orange Sulphur
(Colias eurytheme)

Similar appearance to clouded
sulphur but is partially to mostly
orange. Ventral wings and median
spot are outlined with red.

Queen Alexandria Sulphur
(Colias alexandra)

Underside typically has a silver-grey
appearance with a silver median spot.
Males have dark margins on the
dorsal side, females usually do not.
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Mead's Sulphur (Colias meadii)  Scudder's Sulphur (Colias scudderi) Southern Dogface (Zerene cesonia)
Forewings are pointed and have a

Found at higher mountain Found in higher mountain . g :
elevations. Dorsal side is orange elevations. Ventral side appears dogface” pattern. Ventral forewing has
with thick dark margins. Ventral dusted gray or greenish. a dark spot, and hindwing has two pink

sidle & eiten areerish: “errales | ek of Feve redluess bordered white spots. Additional ventral

black margins. pink shading may be present.
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Dainty Sulphur
(Nathalis iole)

Smallest North American Pierid.
Variable appearance. Forewings are
elongated with darkened tips.

Mexican Yellow

(Eurema mexicana)

Uncommon in Colorado. Dorsal "dogface"
pattern. Pale yellow to
brownish. Hindwing has slight talil
protrusion. Males have bright yellow bar.

Sleepy Orange
(Eurema nicippe)

Dorsal wings are bright orange and
have wide black borders. Forewing
has narrow black marking resembling a
closed eye. Seasonal shading variance.
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Pine White Western White Spring White (Pontia sisymbrii)
(Neophasia menapia) (Pontia occidentalis) Found in foothills and mountain
Red margin of hindwing Found along the front range and west REISERIES: Mz (o= d.arkly sluze el er
not always present throughout the state. Underside is lightly yellow tinted.

yellow marbled.
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Small White and Dark:

Checkered White
(Pontia protodice)

Common throughout
Colorado. Sexual
dimorphism- females have
more dark coloration and
markings.

Margined White
(Pieris marginalis)

Found in mountain
habitats. Varies from
completely white to dark
shaded veins.

\

Cabbage White
(Pieris rapae)

*Most common white
butterfly. Dark markings may
not be present; one or two
spots on the forewing.
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Gray Gossamer-Wings: Gray Skippers: Gray Brushfoot Butterflies:
Blues, Coppers, and Spread-Winged Hackberry Emperor, Arctics, and
Hairstreaks Skippers Colorado Alpine
(Family Lycaenidae) (Family Hesperiidae) (Family Nymphalidae)

- 4 ~ v—-/ 4

See ID Guide: Coppers, Blues, and See ID Guide: Skippers for Continue to next page
Hairstreask for further assistance. further assistance. (13).
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Small Gray Brushfoot Butterflies:

Colorado Alpine Hackberry Emperor
(Erebia callias) (Asterocampa celtis)
Dorsal wings are brown with red Small to medium sized. Gray or
highlighted eyespots. Underside is brown underside with distinctive
) cryptic brown or gray patterning. eyespot pattern along the wing
Arctics (Genus Oensis) margins.

Found at high mountain elevations.
Coloration is cryptic gray to brown on the 0 See ID Guide: Satyrs and Wood-nymphs

underside and solid colored on top. for further assistance.
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Pipevine Swallowtail Blues and Coppers (Family Lycaenidae)

(Battus philenor)
See ID Guide: Coppers, Blues, and Hairstreaks

Uncommon in Colorado. for further assistance.
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Tiny:

Colorado Hairstreak
(Hypaurotus crysalus)

State butterfly of Colorado.

Edith's Copper
(Tharsalea editha)

Dorsal wings are gray to
purplish. Ventral side is light
colored with many dark
markings.

Purplish Copper
(Tharsalea helloides)

Dorsal side may be orange
and/ or purple tinted.
Ventral side is lighter in
color.
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Western Green
Hairstreak
(Callophrys affinis)

Mead's Sulphur
(Colias meadii)

Small in size, compared to
other green butterflies that
are tiny.

Tiny in size. Underside may
be completely green, or
have brown forewings.

1 White spotting may not be
present.

istian Nunes

| Sheridan's Hairstreak
(Callophrys sheridanii)

% ] Tinyin size, identified by
: vertical white line across
wing underside.

Juniper Hairstreak
(Callophrys gryneus)

Tiny in size with multiple
tails. White markings lined
with brown.
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RED BUTTERFLIES

Check

erspots (Genus Euphydryas and Chlosyne)

18
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Tiny to very small sized light brown butterflies:

Hairstreaks and Elfins . Canyonlands Satyr
(Family Lycaenidae) Skippers (Family Hesperiidae) (Cyllopsis pertepida)

" ‘
r -

- -

See ID Guide: Coppers, Blues, and See ID Guide: Skippers for further
Hairstreaks for further assistance. assistance.
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Small to medium sized light brown butterflies:

Arctics Wood Nymphs Anglewings
(Genus Oeneis) (Genus Cercyonis) (Genus Polygonia)
Lol T “*".'!"~<'f'.;?‘%'—'-—." %

See ID Guide: Anglewings for
See ID Guide: Satyrs and Wood-nymphs for further assistance. further assistance.

20
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Small to medium sized light brown butterflies:

Buckeye Goatweed Leafwing American Snout
(Junonia coenia) (Anaea andria) (Libytheana carinenta)
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DARK BROWN BUTTERFLIES ~

Cloudywing and
Duskywing Skippers
(Genus Thorybes and
Erynnis)

See ID Guide: Skippers
for further assistance.

Wood Nymphs Alpines | Tortoiseshells
(Genus Cercyonis) (Genus Erebia) (Genus Nymphalis and Aglais)

Milbert's Tortoiseshell (Aglais milberti)

See ID Guide: Satyr and Wood-nymphs for further California Tortoiseshell (Nymphalis californica)

assistance. . . .
Mourning Cloak (Nymphalis antiopa)



